
How	to	take	part	
Participation	in	POLLEN	2026	will	proceed	through	two	stages.	

First,	we	welcome	submissions	of	proposals	for	panels.	A	panel	is	typically	a	collection	
of	papers,	or	speakers	who	fit	together	within	a	particular	theme.	It	will	be	described	in	
a	short	paragraph,	and	list	at	least	two	co-convenors	and	three	(more	if	you	want)	
committed	participants.	Each	panel	will	generally	last	around	90	minutes.	But	a	panel	
need	not	consist	of	presented	papers.	If	there	are	activities	that	do	not	easily	fit	a	panel	
format	(posters,	artwork,	film	screenings,	round	table	discussions)	you	can	submit	
those	too.	So	be	imaginative	with	your	proposals.	We	would	love	this	to	be	as	creative	a	
moment	as	possible	–	and	tell	us	precisely	what	you	will	need	for	your	idea.	
		
Second,	the	organising	committee	will	select	suitable	panels	and	events.	The	chosen	
contributions	will	be	then	announced,	and	we	will	then	welcome	submissions	of	papers	
/	other	contributions	to	them.	The	panel	organisers	will	determine	which	ones	are	
included	in	their	panels.	
		

When	all	the	panels	have	been	populated	by	different	papers	and	activities,	we	will	then	
prepare	the	programme.	In	addition,	we	will	also	be	curating	a	large	space	for	research	
posters	and	artwork.	Time	will	be	dedicated	in	the	programme	to	talking	to	poster	
presenters.	
		

FAQs	
How	do	I	submit	my	panel	and	paper	ideas	
Via	the	POLLEN	conference	website.	

When	do	panels	and	papers	have	to	be	submitted?	
The	deadline	for	submitting	panel	proposals	is	July	31st	2025	
The	deadline	for	submitting	papers	to	panel	proposals	is	December	5th	2025.	

When	in	June	will	the	meeting	be	
We	will	announce	this	in	October,	it	is	highly	likely	to	be	in	the	second	half	of	the	month.	

How	much	will	it	cost?	
That	will	also	be	communicated	imminently.	

I	have	many	great	papers	submitted	to	my	panel,	how	can	you	fit	them	into	a	single	90	
minute	slot?	
We	suggest	you	do	not	try	to	fit	them	all	in	one	90	minutes	slot.	You	can	propose	a	double	
panel,	but	not	longer	than	that,	to	allow	for	a	greater	diversity	of	topics	on	the	programme.	
I	already	know	who	will	join	my	panel,	should	I	list	the	people	and	papers	in	the	proposal?	
Yes	-	include	details	of	each	speaker	and	paper.	When	the	panels	are	advertised,	please	get	
your	participants	to	submit	their	papers	quickly.	But	be	open-minded	and	ready	to	take	on	
others	that	are	submitted	later.	A	POLLEN	conference	is	a	good	opportunity	to	meet	new	
people.	

Why	do	panels	have	to	have	two	convenors?	
If	one	convenor	drops	out,	there	is	someone	else	to	host	it.	

How	are	you	going	to	promote	diversity	in	panel	constitution?	
We	will	be	asking	panel	/	event	organisers	to	state	what	steps	they	are	taking	in	to	ensure	
diversity	on	the	panel,	with	respect	to,	inter	alia	gender,	ethnicity	and	career	stage.	
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I	don’t	know	anyone	and	cannot	put	together	a	panel,	can	I	still	present	my	work?	
Yes.	When	the	accepted	panels	are	advertised,	choose	one	and	ask	your	paper	to	be	
allocated	to	it.	The	panel	organisers	will	make	a	decision.	Better	still,	write	to	the	panel	
organisers	before	you	submit	your	paper	on	the	conference	website.	

But	how	do	I	know	that	my	work	will	have	a	suitable	panel	I	could	submit	to?		
If	your	work	is	mainstream	political	ecology,	then	it	is	likely	to	find	a	home.	If	it	is	brand	
new,	then	consider	setting	up	your	own	panel	in	the	first	instance.	

I	want	to	do	something	that	does	not	easily	fit	the	paper	or	panel	format.	
	We	welcome	and	encourage	submissions	that	go	beyond	the	traditional	format	of	a	paper	
presentation.	These	include,	but	are	not	limited	to,	film	screenings,	art	installations,	
practical	workshops	or	performances.	Pitch	your	idea	to	us,	and	we	will	do	our	best	to	
accommodate	it.	

I	am	a	panel	convenor,	how	will	I	know	who	has	submitted	proposals	to	my	panel?	
All	papers	and	other	proposals	will	be	sent	to	you	the	day	after	the	deadline	for	papers	
(which	December	5th).	You	then	have	until	19th	December	to	decide	which	ones	you	
include.		

What	publication	plans	do	you	have	for	this	conference?	
We	are	not	publishing	a	conference	proceedings	–	this	gathering	is	too	large	for	that.	
Please	pursue	your	own	publication	plans,	while	heeding	this	guidance	on	the	publication	
landscape.	

Do	I	have	to	present	in	English?	
No.	Any	language	can	be	used,	and	we	anticipate	multiple	panels	will	be	held	in	Catalan,	
Spanish	and	French.	It	will	be	clear	in	the	programme	what	is	the	panel’s	language.	Panel	
organisers	can	choose	to	arrange	for	any	translation	their	audiences	need.	We	will	not	be	
arranging	translation.	

When	do	I	have	to	register	&	pay	the	conference	fees?	
You	only	have	to	register	and	pay	fees	after	decisions	about	the	acceptance	of	panels	or	
papers	have	been	communicated.	

What	are	the	costs	of	attendance,	and	will	bursaries	be	possible?	
Conference	fees	will	reflect	seniority,	access	to	funding,	geographical	location	etc.	Some	
bursaries	may	be	available,	which	we	will	announce,	with	the	fees,	on	the	website.	

If	I	propose	a	paper	or	panel	that	is	not	accepted	does	that	mean	I	cannot	come?	
Anyone	is	welcome,	regardless	of	whether	they	present.	If	there	is	not	room	in	the	
programme	for	every	submission	we	will	be	suggesting	people	present	their	work	in	the	
poster	space.	

But	presenting	a	poster	feels	like	missing	out.	
Presenting	work	on	a	panel	is	a	good	experience.	But	a	panel	is	over	quickly,	and	its	
audience	can	be	small.	Whereas	a	poster	is	always	on	display,	and	we	will	be	dedicating	
conference	time	to	perusing	the	posters.	More	people	will	have	a	chance	to	see	your	work	
if	it	is	on	a	poster.	

I	have	a	great	idea	for	a	panel	or	paper,	but	I	have	missed	the	deadline.	Can	I	still	present?	
No.	Once	the	deadline	has	passed,	we	will	be	busy	finalising	the	programme.	
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How	much	can	I	do	at	this	conference?	
Each	person	can	appear	up	to	three	times	in	the	programme	as	panel	convenor,	presenter	
or	engaged	in	a	presentation	in	a	non-traditional	format.	

I	paid	the	fees	but	can	no	longer	attend	due	to	unforeseen	circumstances.	Can	I	be	refunded?	
We	do	not	guarantee	any	refunds.	We	will	do	our	best	to	refund	something	because	we	
understand	plans	sometimes	change.	No	refund	will	be	a	full	refund	because	processing	
these	takes	time.	

Will	virtual	presentation	or	participation	be	possible?	
POLLEN	2026	will	be	a	face-to-face	conference.	If	you	want	to	make	a	presentation	from	
another	location,	then	panel	organisers	may	choose	to	arrange	that.	We	will	not	be	
supporting	that	centrally.	Virtual	presentations	still	entail	registration	costs.	

Will	POLLEN	2026	have	simultaneous	conferences	elsewhere	like	POLLEN	2024?	
No.	However,	we	are	discussing	options	for	related	POLLEN	conferences	&	events	taking	
place	in	other	locales	before	or	after	this	conference.	

I	cannot	come	at	all,	does	this	mean	I	will	miss	out?	
Some	of	the	plenaries	and	meetings	will	be	available	on	Zoom	with	free	access.	

I	want	to	bring	my	children,	what	support	will	you	provide?	
We	hope	to	have	some	childcare	facilities	which	you	could	opt	to	pay	for	when	registering,	
and	we	will	be	inviting	parents	with	children	to	self-organise	collaboratively	if	they	wish.	

Barcelona	is	an	amazing	vibrant	city	with	a	huge	amount	of	struggle	and	activity	with	which	
I	would	love	to	connect,	will	that	be	possible?	
We	will	be	setting	up	trips	for	the	day	after	the	conference.	Some	panels	may	take	the	form	
of	walks	and	visits.	


