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What	stories	can	we	tell	of	the	world	around	us?	What	narratives	might	explain	the	maelstroms?	
How	can	we	tell	the	stories	that	might	allow	us	to	stay	with	the	trouble,	and	uncover	obscured	
pathways	to	more	abundant	futures?		

Political	ecology	tries	to	make	sense	of	the	myriad	confusions	and	strangenesses	that	beset	us.	
There	is	much	that	is	horrifying:	rising	inequality,	resurgent	fascisms,	wars,	ecological	disruption,	
pollution,	the	commodification	of	life	and	livelihoods,	pandemics,	biodiversity	loss,	warming	seas	
and	climates.	And	yet	these	are	also	times	of	ever-greater	resistance;	when	the	absurdities	of	
growth	mantras	or	market	logics	or	conspiracy	theories	are	plain	to	more	and	more	people,	where	
social	protest	drives	neo-fascists	off	the	streets	(in	the	UK)	and	closes	tourists’	roads	in	
‘wildernesses’	(in	Tanzania).	Hegemonic	rule	is	struggling	to	quell	fragmented,	but	persistent,	
opposition.		

Political	ecology	analyses	how	these	stories	are	embedded	in,	reinforce	or	resist	particular	power	
relations.	Political	ecologists	can	offer	clarity	in	the	chaos	because	of	our	conceptual	frameworks,	
the	scope	of	our	theories,	the	quality,	diversity	and	depth	of	our	data	and	analyses,	and	the	public	
engagements	of	our	work.	All	can	help	us	to	see	patterns	and	common	threads	across	diverse	
circumstances	and	recognize	differences	across	apparent	similarities.	It	can	help	us	identify	the	
looming	threats	and	point	us	toward	transformations	fuelling	new	hopes.	

The	stories	we	tell	as	a	result	can	be	a	method	for	not	just	understanding,	but	also	for	aligning	
engagement,	hope,	and	change.	They	can	highlight	causes	of	particular	dynamics,	and	their	
consequences.	They	can	provide	counter	narratives	to	contest	dominant	values	and	paradigms.	
They	can	revitalise	the	social	and	civic	movements	and	spaces	of	which	we	are	part.	

But	the	breadth	and	variety	of	the	tools	we	draw	upon	and	the	stories	we	tell	depend	on	what	we	
mean	by	‘political	ecology’.	There	are	many	currents	within	it,	with	multiple	histories	behind	
diverse	schools	of	thought.	Our	origins	are	diverse,	and	the	possibilities	of	our	shared	interests	are	
multiple.	Yet	there	are	tensions	between	radical,	critical	and	instrumental	approaches.	
Understanding	these	different	schools	and	varieties,	and	pushing	their	boundaries,	will	enrich	the	
approaches	to	alternatives,	visions	of	change	and	forms	of	hope	we	can	offer.		

POLLEN	2026	will	delve	deep	into	these	histories,	to	learn	from	different	traditions	and	schools	of	
thought,	to	identify	and	reflect	on	the	stories,	imaginaries,	and	discourses	developing.	We	want	to	
combine	them	into	new	assemblages	or	forge	new	ways	of	seeing	and	doing	political	ecology	that	
can	better	tackle	the	injustices	erupting	around	us	and	strive	for	peaceful	alternatives	to	them.	

We	invite	political	ecologists	and	aligned	researchers,	activists,	movements,	writers	and	creators	
to	bring	narratives	and	insights	from	research,	interventions,	actions	and	practice	that	aims	to	
resist	the	oppressions	and	degradations	that	beset	us,	work	for	brighter	alternatives	and	tell	the	
new,	vital	stories	about	the	challenges	and	inspirations	facing	us.	We	welcome	the	submission	of	
papers,	panels,	discussion	forums,	posters,	art	and	other	creative	interventions	from	researchers,	
activists	and	creatives.	

Topics	include,	but	are	not	limited	to:	

• Green	growth,	‘the	green	economy’,	the	commodification	of	ecosystem	services,	‘sustainable’	or	
‘green’	financing	and	nature’s	financialisation	in	both	cities	and	rural	areas;	

• Narrative	of	crisis	in	an	era	of	polycrisis:	Declensionist	stories	of	climate	crisis,	biodiversity	
crisis,	geopolitical	fragmentation,	economic	instability	and	their	contested	imagination;	



• The	militarization	of	environmental	governance:	securitization	and	militarization	across	
migration,	climate	mitigation,	conservation,	and	critical	minerals	supply	chains;	

• Geopolitical	ecology	of	large	institutions	and	organisations,	from	militaries	to	finance	and	
BINGOs;	extractive	conservation;	finance	and	mineral	supply	chains	

• Animal	political	ecologies;		
• Post	humanism,	including	political	ecologies	of	technology	such	as	robotics	and	AI;	
• Energy	transitions,	water	issues,	waste	conflicts	and	urban	infrastructures;	
• Labour	of	(mal-)adaptation,	mitigation,	conservation	and	restoration;	
• Extinction	and	conservation	imaginaries:	visions	and	practices	surrounding	past,	present,	and	
future	extinction,	conservation,	restoration	and	rewilding;	

• Contested	Conservation:	Fortress	conservation,	community-led	and	convivial	conservation,	
Indigenous	and	Black	land	stewardship,	and	critiques	of	conservation’s	colonial	legacies	

• Rethinking	growth	and	development:	Degrowth,	post-growth,	anticapitalism,	abolition	theories,	
decolonial	approaches	to	food	and	land	sovereignty;	

• Data	and	Digital	Justice:	the	role	of	data	in	environmental	governance,	surveillance,	and	rights;	
intersections	of	digital	colonialism,	AI,	and	the	ethics	of	data	extraction;		

• Critical	analyses	of	green	transition	politics:	green	colonialism,	green	sacrifice,	extractivism	and	
Green	New	Deals	in	both	cities	and	rural	areas;	

• Environmental	justice	and	intersectionality:	deepening	frameworks	for	environmental	justice	to	
consider	race,	gender,	class,	disability	and	migration	status;		

• Intersectional	ecologies:	gendered	ecologies,	eco-feminism,	masculinities	and	the	ecosocial	
crisis,	queer	ecologies,	whiteness	and	racialised	and	decolonial	ecologies;	

• Historicizing	environmental	and	climate	justice;	racial	capitalism;	theorising	right-wing	
environmentalism.		

• Problematising	bioeconomy	geoengineering;	technofixes	and	gene-editing;		
• Insights	from	working	with	different	schools	of	political	ecology;	
• Socio-ecological	and	climate	activism	and	movements,	insurgent	ecologies,	counter-hegemonic	
narratives	and	practices	climate	reparations	and	reparative	ecologies;	

• Indigenous	and	Afro-descendant	ecologies,	knowledge	systems	and	land	contests;	
• Technological	futures	and	geoengineering:	critical	perspectives,	AI-driven	environmental	
management,	and	the	role	of	emerging	technologies	in	ecological	crises;	

• Ecological	grief	and	activist	responses:	from	solastalgia	and	climate	anxiety	to	mobilizations	
around	the	climate	crisis;	

• The	politics	of	just	transitions:	pathways	toward	energy	transitions,	land	use	reforms,	food	
sovereignty,	and	agroecology;	labor	rights	and	social	inclusion	in	the	shift	from	fossil	fuels;	

• Alternative	futures	and	utopian/dystopian	ecologies:	narratives	of	dystopian/utopian	futures	
and	how	these	influence	environmental	imaginaries	and	political	action;	

• Climate	displacement	and	mobilities	and	their	impact	on	cities	and	metropolitan	regions;	
• Inequities	in	urban	climate	resilience	planning;	the	privatization	and	commodification	of	urban	
nature	and	its	management	in	the	era	of	climate	change.	
	


